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10. O God, howlon DNS 
| reproch thee ? ſhall the enemy "A 
pheme i" name forever? 

22 Ariſe,O Goa: maintaine thine owne 


cauſe. jreyrn' x dayly reproch F 


a Printed. 1607. # 
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Tothe godly, and Chriſtian Reader; 


| T every where goeth heard with Chriſts 

true Church as Theareand feare. Neither 
doe men make that uſe of the miſeries of it, 
that were fit , but even in affliction eyther 
fall away,or become faint harted,and care- 
tes . In Scotland the Hicrarchy prevas- 
leth much , and then Chriſtes Diſcipline 
muſt needs be thruſt to the walles . Tet ſee 
notwithſtanding how God (tirreth up ſome 
to make oppoſition againſt that triple-hea- 
aed Cerberus. T his Sermon ts one playne 
proofe of it , whichwas both preached, and 
written there, and came to my hanaes by 
good meanes. I haue cauſed it more plainely 
zo ſpeake Engliſh then tbe Scottiſh pgs 
geelded', And yet God ts witnes tomy. foule, 
that I han: done it,as neere 4s I conld,with- 
out any diminution of,or addition to ejther 
matter or manner. Such as it t,T preſent it 

tothce ,, ayming only at thy benefite , and 

pleaſure, ſpecially ſpirituall. Farewell, 
and the Lord gine thee grace to uſe 
it to all good purpoſes. 
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> / 
SERMON, PREACHED AT 
A Licth , in Scotland, by a faithfull Mt- 
'» niſter of Goas haly Goſpel. 

Cn Gal: e.1 


Stand faft therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made vs free, and be not entangled azaine 
2 - with the yoke of bondage. ! 


g Ecing upon us the endes of the world 
are come,(aith Paul, Cor.1o.11.and 
now the end of all thinges i at hand , ſaith 


rs commins like a theefe in the nizht, in ws 
which the heavens ſhall pa paſſe away wit 
noyſe,and the elements ſhall melt with be. at, 


q #2 ſhalve burnt vp,z Pet: 3.10: andther. 
fore lecing Sathan , vs greal redae, darn. 
_ 20w, knowins that be hath but a ſhort time, 
15 upon his long o chayne, ranging, and 
raging,drawing ow ne ic ro the heaves 
even ſome of the ſtarres , who ſhould 
giue light in Gods Church, & caſting 
A them 
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Peter, Pet:4.7.and that day of the Lori 


and the earth with the works that arethiy- 
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:- A godly and fruicful Sermon 
the to the carth, Revel: 12.and rayfin 
up falſe Chriſts, and falſe Apoſtles , 7 


that if it were poſable the very ele ſhould 


be deceaved, Math. 24.24: For thele cau- 
ſes we haue made choile of this portis 
of holy ſcripture, whereby we may be 
put in minde, and our heartes may be 
ſtirred vp, to faſten our affections faſt 


upon that gratious liberty,wherewith 
the Sonne of God hath made us free * 


from every ſpirituall thraldome, ſtan. 


ding ſtedfaſt throngh faith,not entig- 1 
ling our {clues againe with any yoke 
of bondage, untill the crowne of that * 
free kingdom be put upon our keads , | 
in the great day of the glorious ap- : 


pearing of our Saviour Tefus Chriſt. 


- Thechiete butte the Apoſtle Paul * 
ſhoteth at in this epiſtle,is, to eſtabliſh 
his doctrine concerning true Iuſtifica- 
tion by the rightcouſnes of Teſus,one- } 
ly through faith, withoutany mixture ! 
of the works of the lawe whatſoever, 
morall , or Ceremoniall: againſt thoſe 3 


falſe # 


q 
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A redly and fruitful Sermon = =; 
"7 ! Ralſe Apoſtles who had crept in amog 
 »j0 © theGalathrans, ſtudying to deceiue, & 
ould | bewitch them, that they ſhould not be 
cal- * Jeeuethe truth , to whom the Apoſtle 
rt0 I before had deſcribed 1:ſas Chriſt in their 
y be 7 /ieht, and as it were crucified him amongſt | 
y be * a by the playne,and powerful prea 


F 
s faſt | ching of the goſpell, cap. z.1. For the 
with # lawe is excluded, and debarred in the 
free 7 matter of Tuſtification, faith onely ha- 


yYOVAIaC 


ſtan- } ving place, apprehending , and apply: | 
atag- | ing the imputed rightcouſnes of Iefus | 
yoke 7 Chriſt . Butthe Jawein the matter of 
f raat 3 ſancification is admitted as therule to 

ads , Y which the chriſtian mi ſhould ſquare 

S ap- 7 his converſation , andas the lanternc 
rſt. 2 that ſhould lead him in the pathes of 
Paul Zthe Lords comandements. The Apo- 
abliſh ?ſle infiſteth in this purpoſe, from the 


5,ONE- | 
xture 


Qever, 
- thoſe 
falſe | 


tifica- *beginning of the z chap.to the tecond 
arte of this fift:and after that he hath 
*throughly reaſoned,and in the end co 
Zcluded in the laſt verſe of the chap:go 
ing betore;that they were not the chil | 
A - 7”. are 
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be” oodly and fruitful Sermon 
dren of the bondwoman Hagar, as Iſh. 


mael, that is ſervants , and flaues under . 
the law through workes, and ſo lying * 
under the curſe thereof, but ſonnes of - 
the freewoeman Sara, as Iſaac, that is, 
heires of the promiſe through faith in 
Tefus;In theſe wordes, which we haue 
read, heinferreth, by way of aſecond ' 
concluſion of the premiſes, a graue,8& 
powerfull admoniti6, that ſceing they 
were free,and freed from all the bonds 1 
&T bondage of the law morall,and Ce. 
remonial, their geeat care ſhould be to | 
kecpe themſclues ſo. | 
The admonition hath 2 branches, 
The one an exhortation to ſtand faſt ; 
in the libertie; The other a dehortatis * 
from the contrary,not to intangle &c. | 
Between theſe two is interlaced a rea- | 
ſon or argument to perſwade to the # 
one, & diſfwade from the other, taken # 
trom the purchaſer,and giver of thisli | 4 
bertic,ho is Chriſt, andſo from the 
excellency thereof, Thisis the libertie | 
whet- | 


} 


, A godly and fruiteful Sermon F 
Iſh. 1 wherewith Chriſt hath madeus free, 
1der * 


| thereforeſtand faſt init: This is the /;- 
ring 1} berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 


es of >, free, therfore be not entangled againe 
tis, 7 with the yoke of bondage. 
hin 7 Inthe exhortation we begin at this | 


12Uue 7 word(therefore)which isa particle of | 
ond 2 illation, relatiue of the laſt verſe of the 
1e,& T chapt: going before; upon the which | 
they 7 this whole admonition. is inforced as | 
onds 1 aneceſlary conſequenrt,and by aneceſ” | 
Ce- } fary conſequent : we are the children of | 
De to ; the free woeman Sara cFc.Let ws ſtand faſt | 
> therfore in this liberty.We are not the chil- 
ches, dren of the ſervant, let us not therefore be 
d faſt 7 entangled cc.we are the children of the fre 
tatio 7 woman and not of the ſervant, let us ther- 
e &c. | foreſtid faſt inthe liberty, wherwith Chrift 


area- » bath made is free , and be not entaneled a- 


< 


» the 7 garne with the yoke of bondaze. 
taken & The ſecond word is(/z5erty). There are 
this li F ſundry forts of berty,a naturall liberty, 
n the F acivill /berty,a bodily liberty, a ſpiritu- 
bertie © all zberty.The firſt three ſorts we over- 


vhet- | As paſſe 
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6 A godly and fruitful Sermon 
paſſe as not pertinent to this text, and | 
purpole. The liberty of which the Apa 
ftle ſpeaketh here is a ſupernatural,ſpi- | 
rituall,and a heavenly bertycohich is. 
generally divided thus, into a ſpiritual | 
internal /iberty, and a ſpiritual external ; 
lzberty . The internall Zherty is the pur- * 
chaſc, and gitt of Chriſt to his owne | 
children, whereby he ſetts themat fre-' | 


dome both in foule & body, immedi- 
ately.from the ſpirituall thraldome of : 
{1nne,Sathan 8c: And this is twofold, ! 
the /zberty of Tuſtification,and the /zber | 
tie of ſantification , The /zberty which | 
juſtification brings confiſtcth in theſe 
poynts; in perfect freedom from finne * 
both originall and actuall, in reſpect of ? 
meere umputation ; Now ye are freed to | 
finne. Rom.6.22.From the guiltines ther 
of ; Who will lay any thing to the charge of | 
Gods choſen? Rom.$.33.From the puniſh # 
ment thereof, death and condemnati- ! 
on:T here is no condemnation to the which | 
arc in Chriſt teſus Rom 8.1 From the law | 
moral], þ 


i ————— 


"C7 ts - hk 
4 % oy = 3 well.» 
% : q FI - pe { 2 <C 
: 35 4 bes ORE” 2408, 
? As FS. WNT, ww. 33 4 J 
A 4 Bs Moon Tha Ser ©; l 
u > lat #".. © FE: Rd " 0 
E 4% 17» i N20 ; 
61 ed 4 BETS 
ln OR Ae eB, 
"= [Mw 5: 4% £ ad, 4 "T Wy 
- %. F, w i "+ 2 »Þ — Bp l 
, . I; -. 
4 


cl 
-u 
0 Fay. 
" 
. 
"y by 
% , ; 


A godly and frunful Sermon 
:, and imorall, the revealer of ſfinne & death, 
e Apa in regard of the curſe, and condemna- 
al,ſpi- tion it denounceth, the juſtification it 
ich is Þropoſeth, the rigour of obedience it 
ritual Fequyreth, ye are not under the law. Rom: 
ternal 36-14.7e are divided from the lawe.Rom: f 
e pur- 7:0: The lawe 1s not given tothe righteous 
owne man, 1. T1m.1 .9.From the law CCICINMO- | 
at fre- niall the witneſler of ſinne; Chriſt hath 
medi- put out the hanawryting of Ordinances 
meof which was againſs us,toke it ont of the way, 
ofold, faſtened it upon the Croſſe, Col.2.24. and 
e ber \1o from the traditions and precepts of 
vhich amen,or things indifferent whatſoever, 
theſe Fas binding the conſciece, which is c6- 


YOWADO 


finne monly called the chriſtian /berty,or co. 
xe of Imoaitie.Rom.14.16.Te are bought with a 


ecd fro Price be not theſervats of men.1.Cor.7.23. 
s ther | The hberty which ſancification brin- 
aree of igeth is that ſpirituall privitedge,wher- 
zuniſh | by Gods children are freed from the 
nnati- Zpower and dominion of ſinne, Sathan 
which FS&C:not perfectly, but in parte, yet in al 
xe law 3the powers.and faculties of the ſaules, 
; Aa. {ences 
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8- A godly and fruitful Sermon | 
ienſes,and mines of rhe body: The 


minde from the power of darknes,the 
will from the power of diſobedience, | 
the heart from the power of deadnes,' 
the affctions.from.the. power of pol- 
lution , and corruption, the body and 
members thercof from the power ot! 
{nne,vherby they are made weapons | 
of unrighteouſnes : that the renued] 
man thus freed,might,atthe leaſt con- 
ceraing the inner man,delight in the 
lawe of God, and in his.mindeſerue it 
without confiraint, wulingly,& cheat | 
tully:The law of the ſpirit of life, which 1s | 
in C briſ leſus, hath freed me from the law 
(thatis the power andauthoritie ) of 
ſinne and death, Rom: 8:2. This liberty of 
{anRifcation hath two degrees , the 
oneis inthislife imperfect, which may ; 
be called the /zberty of grace, the other | 
after this life, perfeR, the {iberty of glo- 
rice, Rom-:83.21. the glorious libertie of the 


| ſonnes of God . The ſame Apoſtleto the 


Col: 1.13. ſhuttell up this twofold li- 
bertie 


"5 A godly and fraitſul Sermon 

/:The Þerty of Iuſtification & ſanification 
es,the fin a word;T he Father(ſaith he) hath de. 
tence, vered us from the power of darknes , and 
adnes, "hath ron #5 into the kingdome of his 
of pol- Weare ſonne. 1 
ly and FNow from this internall /zberty follo. 
ver ot Fvcth that comfortable /zberty , which 
:apons Fhe Apoſtle in ſundry places calls(Par- 
cnucd Fe/za) wherby the {ule of the freeman 
{t con- Þath free acceſſe to the throne of qrace,to re- 
in the eine mercy, and finde grace to help in time 
erue it @f veed.Heb:4 16, From this ſpringeth 
: cheat Fhat peace which paſſeth all underflanding, 
phich is Ph1l.4.7. Rom.5.1. That zoy which Pe- | 
the law er calleth glorious e& unſpeakable,x Pet. | 
tie ) of F-8. Without this internal liberty ther 
erty of $s nothing in the ſoule and conſcience 
s, the Þf the ſinner but terrour , diſtraction, 
ch may @nd doubting even in the ſmalleſt mat 
> other F&crs &c. 

of glo-F The cxternall {berty which is inſtru 
ie of the Fental.and defenfiue in reſpe& of the 
to the Wormer is likewiſe twofold ; the 4berrze 
fold 1i- Wt the preachingand profeſling of the 
bertie® truth 
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fo A godly andfnitful Sermon 
truth of God,the true dotrin drawni 
out of the pure foſitaine of the word 
The livertie of the praftiſe of holy Dif 
cipline tollowing from the ſame foun 
raine: This may be called the liberty 0 
the houſe of God, wherby itis gover 
ned, which is the Church of the living 
God , the piller and ground of the truth. x 
Tim-3.15.Wecall them inſtrumental 
becaule they are Gods powerfull, anc 
ordinary inſtruments, through which 
by his ſpirit he worketh the internal! 
liberty, continueth, & keepeth it. Take 
away theſe inſtruments,no Iuſtificati. 
on , no ſandification, 1. Pet.1.23. We 
call them defenfiue, becauſe the gard 
the inward , which if they were nor, 
would eaſily vaniſh, and Satan would 
ſoone weare it out of the ſoule, 
Thethird word in this exhortation 
is, that he deſtreth to ( and )in this li- 
berty,yea to ſtand faſt (as the word im- 
porteth) as within a compaſſe, or Pation 
There appeareth to be a Metaphor: , 
tne 
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| A godly and fruitful Sermon rt 
drawn@he wo rrowed from the cuſtome 

e word:&f worldly warriours, who ſtand ſted. 
oly Diffaiſt in the ſtation in the which their 

ie foun-praine placeth the,reſolved without 
iberty offfeare to fight, never to flee, bur coura- 

S gover-Fiouſly to confront their adverſaries. 

e living$0o ſtand ye ftedfaſt (faith the Apoſtle ) 
truth. 1.gnd ſettle the affeion of your hearr | 
mentaLFaſt in the {berty, wherin, as in a ſtatis, | 
ull, andFour graue, & gracious captaine Jeſus | 
1 whichhhath placed you.reſiſting by fajch that | 
aternallfÞpirituall adverſary the Devil, who wil | 
it, TakeKriue by all meanes poſſible ro drawe 
[tificati-$ou out of tharliberty. This is the ex- 
23- WeHortatio,in the which the Apoſtle ex- 
he gardÞpreſly meieth the intcrnall [berrie frs 
ere not,Fhe law morall,ceremoniall, ſin, death 
1 wouldFecc. In the aforeſaid reſpes, and by 
onſ{equence of this, we inferr the ex- 
:rnall defenſiue liberties. For if we 
; this 1i$hould ſtand faſt in one poynt of this 
ord im-Fpirituall /berty , then we ſhould ſtand 
| {tation a(t in all. | 

phere . he dehortationis from the contrary. 
the Be 
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Be not entangled ec: The yoke of bondage 
1s Oppoled 4s contrary to liberty, the e 
iazlinge with this yoke to the ſtanding i 
the {:bertie . This bondaec is a ſpirituall 
bodage of the ſoule,& conſcicce prin 
cipally.and is anfwerablein the oppo-! 
ſition to this liberticinall the ſorts, & 
poynts thereof , the bondage under lin, 
Sathan,death,the law morall,ceremo.. 
niall.traditions of men, Antichriſt the 
man of finnein corrupt do@trine, and 
Diſcipline. We briefly paſſeit over, be. 
cauſe it is clecre by the contrary in the! 
words,be not entaneled:And now there 
appeares alſo to be a metaphore borrow! 
ed from the cuſtom of Oxen, or other 
beaſts, whoſe neckes being once com-! 
prehended or conteyned (as the word: 
fignifieth) in the yoke , are forced to 
follow whitherſocver the driver by! 
word,orby goad luſteth. So,ſaith the 
Apoſtle,if you fall backe to bondage, 
you entangle your ſelues with | ucha 
heavie yoke that whirher ſoevet ſ{inne, 
or 


A godly and fruitful Sermon Ty 
zondas rSathanleades you,you muſt goe. 
; the en-$ This word (agayne ) importeth not, 
ding infhat the Galatians had been under the 
IrituallFeremoniall law; for they were of the 
ce prin-Wentills, and not Iewes,to whom this 
» oppo-Ww was proper; but that they had ben 
"ts, &Hctore under the yoke of bondage, the 
der fin, Bw moral, engraven in their hearrs by | 
eremo-Yature, albeit defaced by fin, the yoke | 
riſt the$f finne, Idolatrie,$&c. So that,now to | 
e, andKall backe to this boxdage, or whatloe. | 
| 
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ver, be. Fer ſpirituall yoke,was to be entangled a. 
/1n the Yazre. 

v there FThis is the dehortation; in which the 
orrowPpoltle exprefly meaneth the yoke of 
r other Te law ceremoniall,& morall; But by 
e com-Fonſcquence all {pirituall yokes of bon- 
2 word Wage whatſoeyer are forbidden ; forif 
ced toFre ſhould not entangle our ſelues in a 
ver by Þy , then likewiſe in none. 

ich the he reaſ6 enterlaced betwixt the two 


adage, ranches of theadmonition is drawne 
ſuchaFrom the purchaſer , and giver, and ſo 
{inne, Whe excellencie of this beytie,which is 

or © lo 
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14 A godly and ſruitſul Sermon, 
lo much the more excellent, by how 
much the contrary bondage is dange. 
rous.It ye aske who is the purchaſer & 
giver of this libertie: the Apoſtle Pau 
an{wereth here,it is Chriſt. If the Soni 
ſhall make yow freeye ſhalbe free in deed, 
ſaith Chriſt himſelte of himſelfe, Toh: 
$.38.Ifthe Father be the author of this 
libertic,the ſonne is the purchaſer and 
givet of this libertie, the ſpirit is the 
worker, and ſcaler up of this liberty in 
ourſoules , If ye aske whereby Chriſt 
hath purchaſed this libertie, the Apo. 
ſtle Peter anſwereth ,. Not with corrupts. 
ble thinges as ſilver, or gold, but with the 
pretious bloud of Chriſt,as of a Lambe un- 
defiled, and without ſpotte.1 Pet: 1.18.19. 
If ye aske,which is the regiſter,or Chay 
ter of this libertie, in and by the which 
our right of this liberty is ſett downe, 
and made fure ; we RR The word 
of the Old,and New Teſtament, prin- 
cipally the word of the Evangeliſt, in 
the which this liberty, &all the forth 
an 
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by howpnd particuler poynts therof are plain- 
; dange.fly,and plentifullylayd out before our 
-haſer &Jeyes . The word « trath : if ye know the 
tle Paul ruth, the truth ſhall make you free, faith 
he SonuefChriſt , Iohn 8. 23 . For it is both the 
indeed, Charter , and working inſtrument of 


rof this} Now the meaning of this whole ad. 


aſer and Jmonition is this ſhortly and ſimplie: 


it is the JScing _ are once {etatliberty, and ſo 
derty in freed from ſpirituall thraldome, by 7e- 
r Chriſt L#s Chriſt, the Lord of life and iberty, 
e Apo. fitand faſt to this libertie, and fall nor 
orrupti. backe againe under the wofull miſery 
with the Jot any {pirituall bondage whatſoever. 

»be un. 1 To cometo the dodrine. Firſt we ſee, 
.18.19, [theres alibertie wherewith the Sonne 
or Chay of God hath priviledged his people, 
which whom Petey calleth the people ſct at liber 
lowne, (#e,1 Pet: 2.9. which is heavenly, ſpiri- 
eword (tually,and ſupernaturall,and in nature 
t,prin- {far difteret from any carthly,or world- 
liſts, in [1y libertie: which is,even inall, and e- 
e ſorts, | very one of the ſorts and poynts ther- 
and of, 
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of, the purchaſe of his owne pretiolt 
bloud, the free gift of his liberall loue 
the right wherof is conferred to then 
by the charter of his bleſſed word, ſea 
Jed up inthe tables of their hearts an« 
colcicces by the ſpirit of grace, whicl 
is delivered to us from day to day b) 
the publicke preaching of the wotd 
Therfore neither Angell in heave,no 
man on earth ſhould take upon then 


tochop, or change,in this iberty, © 


the meaneſt poynt therof,without th: 
warratot theword; unles they woul: 
that the purchaſer of this libertie 
ſhould be avengcd of them forthe vi 
olation thereof. Itis true, in outwat 
or earthly liberties given by men, 0 
which are amonge men for outwart 
ſociety, or comodity, men may doe a 
they think meet,alter,add,impare &c 
Butas for this liberty,and the particu 
lars therot ,which come.as it were, jim 
mediately outof the hands of Chriſt 
tt men take heed how they m_ 
Wit 
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pretiols with them, to add,to alter, to impaire, 
all loue;Þ or to pervert , as they would wiſh that 
to them God ſhould not meddle with them in 
ord,ſeaz] wrath . Yer ſuch is the follie , and pre- 
arts and ſumption of mortall men , that they 
> which] haue oft their head : and their hand in 
day by | theſe inviolable liberties, altering, or 
e word. | difanulling the for their owne further 
ave,nor{! libertie, or rather tooſnesto the ficth. 


On them 
erty, Or 
10Ut the 
y would 
ibertte 
xr the vi- 
zutward 
men, Or 
zutward 
y doe as 
Dare &c. 
particn- 
vere,um- 
' Chriſt, 
meddle 
with 


Take an exiple from the Papiſts, who 
in effect orbetiios this liberty 1n all 
and every poynt thereof; The libertic 
of Tuſtification and fanctification by 
their freewill in nature, their prepara- 
tions to Iuſtificatio, their good works 
chiefly of the outward man, their pil- 
grimages,purgatory,and fatisfactions, 
by the which they entangle theſclues 
with the yoke of thelaw.ſin, and con- 
demnation , the libertie of thinges jn- 
different or humane traditions, by an 
heap of Idolatrous,8& ſuperfluous Ce- 
remonics, thruſt upon the con{ciences 
of ignorant people, as a patte of Gods 

Ly \WOr- 
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18 A godly and ſruiteful Sermon 
worſhip neceflary, and meritoriol 
The defenſiue liberties by their 1 


written vcrities,and traditions, miz 


& matched with the pure, and finc 
word of truth ; by their Antichriſt 
Hierarchy , and innumerable ſuper 
tious rites, defeating, yea exclud 
the true Diſcipline, and comely or: 
of the houte of God. Thus while tt 
ſhew themſclucs enimies to this lib 
tie inal the particulars of it , they a 
declare that all the linckes of this ſp 
tuall yoke of bondage lie heavie up 
the necke of their foules , which 1 
juſt and deſerved recompence of t 
violation of this /iberty,wherwith Ch 
hath made us free. Therfore by their 
ample we ſhould beware of {uch : | 
we haue great cauſc, feing within tl 
few yeares( it may be, perceiving tl 
we were inclyning their way 1n Cc 
Church govermet) they are fo enc; 
led,& encouraged, that not onely hi 


they ſet up their heades , butalfo th 
ha 


Tmon 
[ItOTIOUS ; 
their un- 


ns, mixed: 
nd {incere; 
tichriſtan; 
c ſuperſtt-| 
excluding! 
nely order 1 
vhile they ; 
this liber.. 

, they alſo! 
his Tink | 


avie upon 
yhich is a 
nce of the 
vith Chriſt! 


y their ex-| 


ſuch : for! 


1thin thes| 
1ving that 
ray 1n our 
> {o encrea 
Onely here 


tallo they 
haue 


A end and ſaitfut Sermon 9 
haue been bold(as yow know of late) 


to {ct out the publicke enfignes of Ido 
latry,as though their had been neither 
Prince, nor Paſtor in Iſrael ;as though 
both the edge of the civill and ſpi piritt- 
all fivord had been either broken or 
blunted ; and yet they are not much 
daſhed, nor diſmayed. As for us (my 
brethr en)it becommeth us alwayes in 
holines, and faithftulnes to preſerue,& 
mainteine every one of thete libertics, 
0 farr forth as our place,or power will 
extend, that we may ſtand faſt in them, 
ſecing Chriſt by them hath made us 
Fee. that w2 be fel entangled a? aoaime with 
he yoke of bondage. 

Secondly the Apoſtle ſheweth that 
his happie priviledge, which Chriſt 
1th purchaſed for us, is nota looſnes, 
Jut a libertie;nota looſhes, or alicence 
ofinne, butalihertic in holines , and 
'ghteouſnes to {crue the Lord ; nota 
ooſenes, or a looſe rayne to rinewhi. 
herſocyer our yayne, and raging luſts 


B 2 lea- | 
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Icade us, but alibertie which is like 
wiel a yoke; not like the yoke of bor 
dage which is hard,and heavie, a yok 
of iron,buta golde yoke, of the whic 
our Saviour Chriſt Math: 11.30.faitt 
My yoke ts eaſ1e,and my burden light ;not 
looſenes that hath no limittes, but a1 
bertic which is bounded,and limitte 
by the Lord himſelfe in his bleſſe 
word ; which we ſhall eaſily percetu 
by paſſing through ſhortly the part 
culcrs of this libertie . Firſt the libert 
of Tuſtihcation, & ſantfication 1s nc 
a looſnes, that they who imagine the 
injoy the may doe what they luſt, bi 
a liberty which ſhould not be abuſed as 4 
occaſion to the fieſh faith the Apoſtle 1 
this ſame chapter 13: which hath h 
owne limitts preſcribed by God in h 
word. Bc2 made free from ſinne, yea 4: 
made the ſervants of rizhteouſnes. Ron 
6.18. Being freed from ſinne, ye are mat 
ſervants unto God , having your fruite 7 


bolines, Rom: 6:22, Thereisa limitte < 
th! 


| % _ 


1 1s like- 


of bon- | 
, a yoke | 
e which | 
0. faith, | 
ht nota 
,burt ali- | 
lIimitted 2 
; bleſſed ! 
Perceiue | 
1e parti- | 
eliberty ? 


on is not ; 


1ne they 


luſt, but 


uſed 4s AN | 


5, Rom: 
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imitte of 

this 


A godly and fruitſal Sermon 21 
this liberty ; righteouſnes, holines, or 
the ſervice of God. Te are a people ſet at 
liberty , that ye ſhould ſhew forth the wer- 


1 tues of him who hath called you out of dark 


nes into his marveilous light. r. Pet: 2, g. 
There is another limitre of this liberty 


further ; The freedome from the lawe 


is not a looſenes, as though we might 


caſt the law of God behind our backs, 


as no way perteyning to us;buta liber 


ty limitted. For albcit we be freed fro 


the curſe aid condemnation of it, yet 


; are we not {imply freed from the com- 


mand of it: Albeit we be freed from 
the correQtion of it, yetnot from the 


direction of it:It continueth to be a di 


poſtle in | rector, and leader of us in the way of 


hath his 
od in his! 
26, yea are! 


light.Oh how-far then are the Atheiſts, 
and Eptcares of this age blynded, (who 
are 10 in effect;albeit lurking under the 
{hadow of, outward profeſſion ) with 
all the Hypoeritesin thele dayes; they 
(reſting themſclues upon the broken 
reed ofa blynde conceit, that they are 

"Rag par- 
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05008 of this/berty)caſt of the lax 

olines , righteouſnes, and all unde 
covert, following, & fulfilling theluſt 
and vanityes of a prophane heatt, 

though it were alooſenes, or licent 
ouſnes , and nota holy anda happy /z 
berty . Agayne Uvertie | in thingesindi! 
ferent, as in meat, drincke apparell &c 
is not alooſenes, but a liberty limit 
ted. The Ar oument of the bellygod: 
olutr6s,8 vayne glorious is not 000C 


- who reaſon thus; Meat  dfincke, app: 


rell are thinges indiffe -rent, therefore 
may cate,and dr incke,when, and ho\ 
oft, and how much ſoeverTl Ing albe' 
exceſſively; I may weare what apparc 
I pleale;, albeit never ſo coltly,or glor 
ous. For {o thou turneſt this liberty to 
meere looſnes. To the which rhe Ape 
file Paul ſetterh generally thelimitrs 
order,comelines,»dificarion, and th: 

mutuall charitie which ſhould be i 
chriſtian ſociety. Againe the libertie c 


preaching, and profeſfling the truth « 
Goc 


A godly and fruitful Sermon 1 
ods word,is not a looſenes, ſo thata 
an may preach, or profefſe what he 
pleafcth , taking to himlelte a liberty 
df conſcience(that ſo many wiſheth: ) 
put it is alimitted liberty . We muſt 
preach the word, keeping our ſelues 
preciſely within the compaſle therof; 
yea we mult preach the word, as the 
pord;there is a limitation both in mart- 
cr,and manner. Likwiſe your profeſſL 
gon muſt be, both in matter 8& manner, 
ce, appa- Jas the word preſcribs. Laſtly , the /iber- 
ereforeT ty of the government, & Diſcipline of 
nd how JGods houſe is nota looſnes,as though 
ſt, albeit me mightſet downe what forme ther 
r apparel Jof they pleaſed , but a /bertie which 
or glori-Jis bounded,& limitted, both in reſpect 
berty to alot the ſubſtitiall poynts therof, which 
che Apo-Yare fixed and immoveable,and thecir- 
mitts of &cumſtantiall poynts therof , which are 
and thatYvariable and changable. For the firſt, 
1d be inthe limitts of the poynts ſubſtantiall is 
tbertie of Fthe word , either expreſſe for the moſt 
truth of parte, or at leaſt by neceſſary conſe- 

Gods B quence; 
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thelaw, 8G 
11,-under 
theluſts. 
eat, AS 
rlicenti- 
1appy /z. 
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2.4. A godly and fruitful Sermon 
quece;the word, I ſay, particularly f 
every one of them;as the office bear 
inthe Church, their ſorts, degrees,a 
thority,power,oftices ,calling theret 
diſcharge thereof in preaching t] 
word,adminiſtring the ſacraments,c 
crcifing of Dilcipline:;as is evident 0 
of thc Epiſtles of Pawl,and the reſt. 
'Thertore that is not a goodargumt( 
this-or that, ( as the eſtate of Biſho 
humane, or ſuch other) is notagait 
the word;there is nothing in the wo 
againſt it; therefore it isJawfull. Su 
poſc it were ſo,that it were notagait 
the word,yet it will not follow, if it 
amon? the {ubſtanriall poynts, as co 
cerning any office bearer, his ofhice,a 
thority,or fuch like, whichare peret, 
ly & expreſly ſet downe in the wor 
But rather by the contrary it will f 
ow, by a ſure conſequence : Itisn 
with the word,the wordis not with 
therefore it is not lawfull . Otherw: 
this libertic is turned to looſenes, F 
t 


A | 

ularly for the ſecond, thelimitts of the poynts 
ze bearers circuinſtantiall, and ceremoniall,is like, 
grees,au- Fwiſe by the word, but generally,boutt 


thereto, (ding all, andevery one of then their 


ning theKuſe, with the forelayd threelimirts,or- 
nents,ex- Eder, comlines,and xdification;Where 
1dent out FCeremonies are placed inaChurch, 
e reſt. | KHaving thele three joyned-with them 
argumet, Yn peace and wildome, letthembe re- 
t Biſhops Keyned without ſuperſtition. Where 
ot againſt YCeremonies are; placed ina-Church, 
the word breaking their bods,bringingin with 
ull. Sup- Khem for order confuſion;tordecency 
ot againſt Funcomely and vngraue dilgnyzing;, 


w. it it be For &dification offence of the-weake 


's, as CON in faith(of whom there hath ben ever, 
office,au- Þnd wilbe a number in the-Church of 
e peret&. FChriſt in allages)and confirming of 0 
he word. Fhers in their ſuperſtitions;let them, 
twill fol. without contention, in wildome and 
: It is not Þuthority beremovyed; otherwiſe this 
Mt with it; Wberty is turned tuto looſenes. - 
)therwiſe FTherfore this is not a goodargument; 
encs. For Tall ceremoniesare in theſclues indiffe- 
the rent, 
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26 A godly and fruitful Sermon 
rent; theretore they may be reteynec 
or removed, placed,or Siplaced poet 
ding to-0ur pleaſure. Ir followerh no 
becauſe there is a difference betwix 
the indifferency of the thing indiffe 
rent inirfelfe, and the odifferency C 
the uſe thereof : the thing indifferer 
in itſelfc, and it owne nature ( bein 
nether inclyning to good,nor evil, )i: 
andabideth alwayes indifferent (th 
Chriſtian liberty thereof being in th 
conſcience as a benefite chiefly pe! 
rayning therto) the authority of mar 
yea of Angels is notable to alter, © 
change the nature thereof, by turnin 
indifferency into necefſitie; for this 1 
onely proper to God to change th 
quality of thinges by the power of h 
precept.But the uſe of the thing indif 
ferent is, and abydes notalwayes an 
atal times indifferent,in reſpect of th 
accidents that accompany the ſam 
ſometimes offence , uncomelines, di 
order following theron, which taket 
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worke appeareth to be bound to thef 
oftenſiue uſe of the thing indifferent, 
which before was free . If ye will aske 
whether the ſuperiour power may 
not by preceept injoyne the uſe 0 
thinges 1- lifferent; I anſwer yea, but 
with thele conditions. Firſt that it beſ 
without the opinion of merit , and 
neceſlary Divine worſhip ; Secondly, 
that it be without the offence of the 
weake, or any of Gods children what. 
ſoever, andthe ſtrenghthening the ſu. 
perſtitious in their blynd errors; Third 
ly , that it be not impoſed with the 
clauſe of perpetuity,as though it were 
a thing neceſſary; but thart it be left al-J 
terable, according as the circumſtance 
of time, place, & perſon ſhall requyre; 
Fourthly., thatit be not urged under 
the puniſhment of neceſſity . For exi- 
ple, it alaw, or Injunction ſhould im-f 
poſe the uſe of the {urplice in time 0 
divine ſervice, the ringin mariage &c: | 
under the payne of depoſition, this is 
to 


A godly and fruitful Sermon 
to theſ]to make the uſe of a thing indifferent 
rent, neceſſary, for what other or greater 
l askeſſhalbe the puniſhment of fornication, 
' may{drunkenes 8&c:in the perſon of any ſpi 
iſe off rituall office bearer. So then of all this 
, butye ſee, whata gratious liberty it is, whey. 
it bell with Chriſt hath made us free, and there. 
, andſ fore how ſtedfaſtly we ſhould ſtand in 
ndly,Jir,not with a looſe, &licentious heart; 
ff theſſbut with affections faſt ſetled by faith 
what-f| thereon, hat we be not entangled agayne 
he ſu-f| with the yoke of bondage. | 
Third} Thirdly, the Apoſtle layeth out be: 
h the] fore our eyes the dolefull miſery,wher 
 werefſ in they inwrappe themſclues, who for 
eftal-I ſake this /iberty; they entangle theſclues 
tancefi with the fearefull yoke of bondage. There 


Uuyre; is no meane between theſe two;but of 


underſj neceſſity he that ftandeth not in this hap. 
r eX4-Jj pie liberty, uſt be entangled with that nr 
1d im-Yf happie yoke of bondage. When we fall 
me ot} from the one, wetfall into the other, 
e-&cC: | when we declyne from the one, wein 


His 15 clyhe to the other, But this agayne 
tO ; 


doub- 
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3 A godly and fruitful Sermin 
doublcth the miſery. For it it were by 
the firſt yoke,and the farſt time thero! 
it were ſo much the more tolerable 
But to be once yoked, and freed, an 
after ftreedomto be yoked againe, tha 
1s commonly a remediles yoke, whic] 
15 never removed : the laſt conditio! 
of that man is worſe then the firſt, Fo 
when , in the firſt bondage, onely on 
uncleie ſpirit poſſeſſed the houſe, tha 
is the harr; in the ſecond,ſeaven work 
thenthe firſt enters in, takes poſleſſi 
on. Wher the firſt yoke was but ſingle 
the ſecond ſhalbe ſeavenfold,bynding 
the heartſo faſt, that it can hardly eve 
returne agayne to liberty . For albei 
there may bea yoke, & a yoke againe. 
yet {eldom falleth it out, that there 1s 5 
liberty, and a liberty agaync. Many 
haue been once yoked,and after freed, 
(albeit not cftectually) and yet yoked 


agayne ; but few once reed, and after 


yoked , are freed agayne. Befides that 


parable cited before out of Math: 12: 
the 
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e Apoſtle Peter likewiſe cleares , and 


00 
vere but 


[ therof, onfirmes this POYyNt. 2 Pet. 2.20. Tf 


lerable, $xce.after they haue eſcaped fromthe filthi- 
ed, andFes of the world, through the acknowledg. 
ine, thatzc#t of our Lord &f Saviour Iifus Chriſt, 
>, which) are yet intangled againe therein , and 
nditionFvercome, the latter end i worſe with them 
irſt, For Jen the beginning , for it had been better 
1ely one For the not to haue knowne the way of righ- 
uſe, that Yeouſres, then after they haue knowne it, to 
n worſe furne (om the holy commanaement given 
poſleſſi. $10 them. 

tingle, F As this is true of the yoke of ſinne, 
»nding ÞÞ is it true of the yoke particularly 
dly ever entioned in this text 5 and of cvcry 
'r albeit Þarticular yoke of bondage whatſoever. 
againe, Now as concernyng us , that may be 
hereis 4 ayd , which the Apoſtle ſaith of the 
. Many Epheſiaps chap: 5.8 We were once darknes, 
r freed, £«t now we are light in the Lord; we were 
tyoked Þnce underthe heavy yoke of b6dage, 
nd after Soth of ſinne,and of the man of ſinne; 
des that Þutnow weare, and haue been ſetar 
ath: 12: Þbcrty, principally from the bondage 
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of Antichriſt,his darkened.and corrtp! 


ted-dott.ine,and Diſcipline; and ther. 
fore carefull ſhould we be to walke 7p 
that light and liberty,and ſtand faſt theye 
in, that we be not entaneled agayne with 
the yoke ot bondage, and ſo our dark: 
nes be doubled, our yoke ſeaven fold 
ſtrengthened, and that proverbe tur: 
ned even upon us, The doe ts returned to 
his owne vomit , and the Sow , which was 
waſhed , to the wallowing in the myre. 2: 
Peter 2:22. 

Yt any will ſay we need not to be af 
frayd of ſuch yokes, they are far from 
us in this land, we are in no diger: wel, 
if it be fo,we thanke the Lord;if othe 
wiſe,we pray him to ridd us fro them. 
Onely*this weſay, thatthe ſpiritual] 
yokes of bondage uſe to come flip. 
pine, andlyding in very ſubtilly , anc 
ſecretly, under the ſhadow, and cove 
of many fayre pret&ſes. For evill,in the 
beginning & firſt entry ,1s ever almoſt 
in amyſtery hid up. And thisis the 

craft 


S 
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orrtp! craft of Satan, who,when he hathany 
d ther. | worke of Weg to doe,can transforme 
valke in| P1mſelfe , and his inſtruments, into Angels 
z theye:40f eht . Dolefull experience in times 
e withlpaſt teacheth this , in the birth and 
r dark: growth of Antichriſt the man of ſinne, 
n folgI which the Apoſtle calleth 2.Theſ: 2.7. 
be tur.01he myſtery of tniquity,which doth already: 
264 3;190rke. Behold the entry , and creeping 
ich wa;0in of this yoke was cvill, even in the 
re. "2: dayes of the Apoſtle , the firſt degrec 
and ſtep whereof is little different fro 
\ 6 af Jour new moderators. It was not very 
+ Gio ſenſible,or apparit:upon which while 
r-wel [32S man of {inne ſtood, heappeared 
forherd little higher thenthe reſt, but ſtood e- 
then | quall with them: upon the earth : yet 
| Þy progreſie of time, ſincerity and hu- 
'« {|in.0 PUlity paſſing away, covetouſnes, and 
4 ambition previaling, he did climbe up 
us ſtep after ſtep,from this to Biſhop, frs 
in + Pithop to Archbiſhop, from Archbi- 
Arnofl ſhop to Patriach , from Patriarch to 
5 ahh Pope, till hc a to the top of oo 
1s 
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his pinnacle, upon the which he ſtands 
now in his Antichriſtian greatnes.Deſ 
cend he will not the way he aſcended, 
becauſe heis the mi of finne, appoyn- 
ted for perdition . Itreſterh there; for 
that Sathan ( who carried him up) in 
Gods righteous judgment, and in his 
appoynted time , ſhall throwe him 
downe,and ridde the Church of him. 
Thertore it 1s very requyſit that Gods 
people, (but principally the Paſtors of 

is people to whom the cuſtody and 
chicte care of this /iberty is commit- 
ted)be very wiſe, that nothing,nether 
perl6 nor pollicy, enter into the houſe 
of God, without a narrow triall, exa- 
myning,and ſifting every thing exact. 
ly, that under faire colours, the ſubtill 
ſerpent {lyde not into the paradice of 
God, tocnſnare, and decciue {imple 
Eva. 

_ It wasnot for nought, that Chriſt 
himſelfe, the purchaſer of this liberty, 
r:commendeth to his Diſciples, Math. 

10. 
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10:16 the wiſdome of the Serpent,thatthe 
old Serpent in his inſtruments ſhould 
not beguyle them, and the ſumplicitie 
an4 innocencie of the Doue that the mali- 
ciouſnes of that enemy, who was a mz 
ſlayer from the beginning , (ſhould not 0- 
vercome them. Our Maſter and Savi- 
our joynes and mixes theſe two ver- 
rues togither;becauſe the Serpets wil- 
dome not ſanctified and marſhalled 
with the Doues {1mplicity , will make 
butan Achitophel, ora Matchiavel, and 
the Doues ſimplicity,not ſanihed & 
accompanyed with rhe Serpents wiſe- 
dome, will make up but a filly and de- 
ceivable childiſhnes . Therefore he re- 
comendeth to them.,& to al his owne, 
to the end of the world (eſpecially his 
ſervants in the miniſtery)an holy wile 
{1mplicity,.&a holy {1mple wiſedome; 
that without malice and decett they 
may diſcharge the duties of their cal- 
ling ; ſuffering nothing to enter into 
the houſe of God, pr-judiciall tothis 
C2 It 
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$6 A godly and fruitful Sermon 
liberty, or to any ſort or poynt therof: 
neyther hyding up any ſuch thing,vn- 
der the collours or clokes of their pre- 
tences,which the Apoſtle Paul 2. Cor, 
#. 2. calleth the clokes of ſhame, and the 
carryer of them a walker in craftines:the 
clokes of ſhame, becauſe the cover a 
ſhametull and diſhoneſt body; that is, 
plottes, and purpoſes , which if they 
were ſcene in their owne colours , the 
very authors and inventors of them 
would be aſhied of them: ſuch clokes 
beſceme not the Miniſters of God, & 
the Apoſtle in that ſame place, for his 
owne parte, renounceth ſuch. They 
ſhould be cladd with holines, wiſdoe, 
{1mplicity,fincerity,making their very 
hearts. and mindes,in all the workes of 
their callings ſcene ſenſible,& approu- 
able to the world, and walking even as 
though every one ſaw their heart as 
well as thcir hand, in reſpect of their 
ſ[yncerity , and were witnes to theit 
minde, as well as to their mouth . = 
ens 
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this ſhould be our ſtudie and endeyor, 
that ſo we might ſtand faſt in that liber. 
ty,wherewith Chriſt hath made us free,and 
not entangle our ſelues agayne with any yoke 
of bondage. 

Fourthly the Apoſtle telleth vs, that 
there is no keeping nor continuyng in 
this liberty,unles we ſtand faſt {ihed.,& 
our affections faſtened thereon : this 
is the principall meanes, whereby we 
may keep this liberty. For ofte tymes, 
as the word importeth, there wilbe ſo 
many mighty adverfaryes, ſpirituall 8 
temporall, 1o many ſtrong temptatt- 
ons, both of terrors and allurements 
drawing and dragging at this liberty , 
to pull it from us, that they will pre- 
vaile, unles we with all the powers of 
our ſoules , andall the ſtrenght of our 
hearts, renewed by the mighty forceot 
the grace of the ſpirit. of Teſus , hold faſt 
our hold . Tt is the looſe holding of this 
liberty that looſeth it: Tr is the faſt and 
ſure holding of it, that is the greatand 


C3 " prin- 


A podly and frait 


a  RV2_ OH_—_— er voy o—_ ——— $6 — 


YOWA9O 


3$ Al podly and firrfftſul Sermon 
cipall preſerver thereof. He that ſtan- | 
deth in this liberty Raggering , or hol 
ding any one foote up, ready to ſtep 
our of it, if occaſion doe preſent either 
perill , or preferment,and profit,he (I 
ſay) wilbe cakily beaten from this liber 
ty. But he who fixeth and faſteneth 
both his fect, his minde, and his heart 
theron,w1il abide the brunt,aud batte- 
ry of the ſtrogeſt temptation, and yet 
keep his ſtanding . 

Now.,to ſtrengthen us to ſtand faſt, 
there are two thinges principally re- 
quyred,Faith,and Loue: Faith wherby | 
we ſhould be perlwaded of this liber. | 
ty, & of all the ſorts, poynts, & bounds | 
thereof, as purchaſed by the bloud of | 
Icſus,& regiſtred in the word of God; {| 
the want wherof ,or of that covenient 

meaſure thereof that is requiſite for 
this aſſurance,maketh us looſe our ſti- 
ding. For the leaſt teptation, that ligh- 
teth upon a man of an vnſtable minde, 
that'is ſtaggerig & wavering through 


doubt 


attc- 
1 yet 


| faſt, 
y IC- 
crby 
iber. 


unds 


ud of 


50d; 
nient 
e for 
Ir {t5- 
ligh- 
inde, 
ough 


oubth. 


doubt, will drawe him away from this 
liberty . If we begin once to doubt of 


our Diſcipline,or Church-govermet, 


whether it be ſtabliſhed by the ſure 


warrant of the word, or whether itbe 
a thing alterable and indifferent, and 


that another forme may belawtfully re 


ceived,(and many now a daycs thinke 
ſo, who would make their gayne by 
ſuch achange ) then our ſtedfaſtnes is 
o0ne, and we caltly are drawne away 
by any occaſions. 

Agayne, the unfayned loueto this 
liberty maketh our ſtardine ſteedfaſt. 
Loth would they beto turne from it, 
orthe leaſt poynt thereof, who loue it 
well.Bur if loue be lacking,or that con 
venient meaſure therof that is reaſon- 
able, there wilbe little, orno ſtanding 
tothis liberty.But what is the requiſit 
meaſure of this loues? Toloue this li- 
berty better thenall ontward or carth- 
ly thinges, yea better then our lite it 
ſelfe. When we preferre theſe carthly 
C4 thinges 
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thinges, as profit,or preferment &c.inff 
this world , and giue to them firſt and 
chiefe place in our afte&tions, then we 
want this loue,8& folooſeour ſtanding, 
A man that loveth honor and com. 
moditie, better then this liberty, to 
winne a poynt of this worldly profit, 
or preferment, will looſe apoynt 0 
this liberty , yea two, ere he will want 
it. Demas,of whom Paul ſaith,Phil: 2.5. 
that be was one of his fellow helpers, in 2: 
Tim: 4. 10. heſaith crying out by way 
of complaynt, Demas hath forſaken me. 
Well, there then is a token of Demas 
his looſe ſtanding : but what was the 
cauſe of it? Paul addeth it (and hath em. F 
braced this preſent world,ſaith he.) A ſen 
ſible ſigne he loved the world better 
the his Miniſtery and this moved him 
co forſake the libertie of his ſpirituall 
calling,” when he ſaw the occaſion of Þ 
- worldly profitt and preferment. Sure- 
ly if Demas heart bebent to imbrace Þ 
the world, loving it better then his 
Mint- 
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&c.inf{Miniſtery, itis meete heſhould even 
ſt andfforſake Pas! , and betake him to the 
2n weſtking he loveth beſt.rather the to hold 
14inz he Miniſtery with the one hand, and 
com-ferype the world with theother , for 
y , toſthele two grypes agree not well toge- 
rofit, ther, the one looſeth everthe other. 
nt off It -/ foir alleadge that the carthly 
wantfprerogatiues ina Miniſter get to him, 
1-2.4.n his Miniſtery,credit, reverence, and 

in 2-Þuthority;the Apoſtle 2.Cor. 10.4.an- 
' way wereth: The weapons of our warfare are 
en me. ot carnall,nor earthly,yhereby wepur- 
emas Chaſe and gett hearts in faith and obe- 
5s thedience to eſus Chriſt,in loue and reve. 
hem-Fence to our ſelues and our Miniſtery 
A ſenſyn him, but ſpiritual, and mightic in God 
[tter 0 this effect. They are grace, fidelity, 
1 him Jincerity,godlines ina Miniſter which 
ituall Þire the meanes of his advancement in 
on of the hearts of the faithfull.I am perſwa- 
Sure- Med that we carrie more credit,and are 
brace Þetter accounted of, inthe hearts of 
n his hoſe that feare.the Lord,wh&e we con 
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42 A godly and fruitful Sermon 

teat our ſelues ( within the compaſl 
ok our calling) with the ſtyles of M 
George, M. Iohn , Paſtor of ſuch, or ſuch 
place, then, when we borrow,throug! 
ambition, the titles of worldly honot 
and dignityes , loving the ſtyle of m 
Lord Biſhop better, then to be called 
faithfull and diligent Miniſter. Sow 
fee how needfull it is, that we ſhoul 
ſtudy to gett faith , and " in i 
whereby we may be perlwaded ina 
the poynts of our liberty , and calling 
and allo to gettloue, and growe in 11 
whereby we may hold faſt , that ney 
ther it be drawne from us , nor we fr 


it,but that we may ſtand faſt in the liber 
ty ec: 

And ſurely,yt weſhould enter int 
areckonyng ot the realons, and cau 
ſes that ſhould moue us to ſtand , i 
would requyre aJonger time , then 1 
allowed to us. Therefore we ſhall onl 
bring outa few. r. This. liberty, in a 
the poynts of it, isthe purchaſe of th 

pretiou: 
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ompaſſqQretious bloud of 7eſus . It is deere 
es of Mhought, the price is great, the worth is 
or ſuch egreat,8& ſuch things(albeit earthly)we 
throughpſc to keep well: ſhould not we then ſtand 
7 honor, ſÞþſ in this liberty? 2.This liberty 1s the 
e of myſfreegift of Chriſts liberall loue. Now, 
called afſhe gift uſeth to be liked,and kepr, if it 
. Soweſyere but for the $ivers ſake: Should not 


c ſhould then ſtand faſt im this liberty? 3. The 


ve in it fight of this liberty is made, and given - 


ed inallFnto us inthe ſure charter of the word 
| calling;Þt God, regiſtred in the bookes of the 
weinitDId and New Teſtament: there cinot 
hat ney-þc under the heavens aſurer holding: 
Tr we frofÞould we not the ſtand faſt in this liberty? 
the liberþ. (Which toucheth principally. the 

Petenſitueliberties ) we haue them ap- 
ter intoÞroved,and ratified by the fundamen. 
and cau-Fall lawes of our Country: ſhould we z0t 
4 , then ſtand faſt in them? 5. We haue ben 
» NECN 1 
ll only&hem . Now, we know that the mea- 
ty, in: eſt ſociety in the land wilbe lothto 
ſe of thefpoole the leaſt poynt of their civill li- 
Pretious berty 


any yeares in peaceable poſſeſſion of 
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44. A godly and fraiteful Sermon 
berties, having both right to the ( and 
the ſam? enifled by the AtFes of Parlt- 
ament) 8 poſſeſſion of them : yea the 
will admit no endeavour or attempt, 
that may prejudice a circumſtanceof 
them, much lefle the fubſtance. Shoul: 
we not then ſtand faſt in this liberty,to the 
which we haueright from God, regi 
ſtred in his word, ratified by the lawes 
of the land,ſo long by us peacably pol 
ſeſled? 
6. To theſe liberties , all eſtates of the 
land, King , Counſel, Nobility , Paſtors 
People , haue ſworne , and ſubſcribed 
Sworne 2 Looke the Confeſſion of faith 
Wherby * By the great name of the Lor, 
our God. Whereto? To continue in obedi 
ence of the Doftrine,and Diſcipline of thi 
reformed Church , and to aefend the ſame 
How long? All the dayes of onr lines. Vn 
der what payne? Ynaer the payne conte 
ned in tbe law,and danger both of body anal 
foule,in the day of Gods fearefull iudgment 
How haue all ſworne and ſubſcribed: 
Not 
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: ( and{Not ſecretly, but ſolemnely ; agayne, 
” Parlz.ot ignorantly,or raſhly,but(faith the 
2 theyJvordes ) after long and due examination, 
emp, cing perſwaded in coſcience through know 
nceoffeage wrought by the holy ſpirit , and not 
ShoulSp:0ved for worldly _ , inathrongh 
,to the eſolution 3 willingly elceving , confeſs 5 
, rei ubſcribing , affirming before God, and i 

 lawegP Pole world, that it i the onely true religi« 
ly pol pleaſing God,and bringing ſalvation to 


an,and promiſing to mainteme it bothin 


of thelt/1* DocFrine, and Diſcipline. 
Paſtors, SO that if any will alledge that now 
ribed ney may alter, becauſe they ſee grea- 
{ faith$<r light:ſurcly it m___ be, greater 
e LordÞivyng thou feeſt , but greater light 
hou canſt not ſee, to make thee alter. 
his 1s astrong reaſon. to bynde the 
ooſeſt heart , and make ſtedfaſt the 
oft wadring ſoule; unles in the fighr 


vt God,his Angels, and the world,we 


Ppen Apoſtaſy,to the high blaſpheming 
of that Goſpell of grace , which we 
| preach 


Svould be manifeſtly perjured,8 make - 


UYOUVADO 


46 A podly and fruitful Sermon 
preach and profefle. 7. And laſtly, we 
know not how long our God ſhal gras 
to vs the liberty of this preſent life, I 
while we enjoye it, we likewiſe keep 
faſt this pretious liberty purchaſed td 
us by Chrift,and ſo long poflefied of vs 
in peace,the certeinly,in weale,in wo 
in life, in death , we-ſhall find the fruit 
and comfort rhereof. But if we forlake 
this liberty, and God come and cut © 
the liberty of this preſent life ; witlf 
whataflurance ſhall we looke for the 
liberty of that bettcr life. Therefore /eiP 
zs ſtand faſt in the liberty wherwith Chriſ 
hath mage us free , and not be entanzled aF 
gayne with the yoke of bondage. 
Now, it may be that ſome wilbe reaÞ 
ſonyng within themſclues after thig 
manner. What needes all this a-doe off 
this liberty, the keeping of it,and ſtan 
ding in it? Wherein 1s it hurt? And by 
whom? I anſwer to the firſt. If ye will 
compare the ſtate of our Church, as it 
was within theſe ſeiv yeares,with thay 
whic 


ly, which now is, thegraces and faces of 
al grafpithfull men zealous forthe houſe of 
ife, IfÞod,their Key 64. amity, the order 
e keep: comelines of their meetings, the co. 
1ſed teurrece to the Lords worke which the 
dofy$as , with that which now we looke 
in woFponwith our eyes,diſorder,confuſis, 
e fruit diviſion, your queſtion wil eaſily be 
orſakdclolved. The time hath been,whe our 
cut ofChurch & liberties haue been as a de- 
. withycnſed cittieor houſe, but now doores 
or th4nd windowes are partly caſt open, 
fore leſpartly broken up, & enemies entered, 
; Chriſſſo that the faithfull keepers wilbe for- 
led aF<d, eyther to yeld,or to ſuffer: butto 
uffer1s farr better, for if either our li- 
be reaÞcrties,through craft,be undermined, 
er thi! through reward be given out of our 
doe offtandes, it is likely the Lord will never 
{ ſtan-$onor us with them agayne. But it by 
nd byptolence they be throwne out of our 
7e willÞands,then poſſefſe wea good conlci. 
h. as iff2ce,&,in our Gods great mercy,they 
h thatſhalde repoſſeſſed, whe he thinks time. 


whic Was 
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48 A eodly and fraitful Sermon 
Was not the glotious liberty of Docy, 
trine and Diſcipline , exerciſed in thi 
land, ſometimetoit , that, which thi 
Arke of God was to Iſrael , the glory , ang. 
prayſe of it? which now is departing, o, 
there 1s none ( like Phinehas wife ) tq 
mourne for ir. Was not Scotland.albe 
it the meaneſt among many Nationsy, 
yet renowned through the world, bef; 
cauſe Chriſt, in his Goſpell of grace, 
was ſo clearely borne out before oug, 
eyes in it? And, as Bethleem Epbratha 
albeit litle among the thouſands of Tuda,ye : 
renowned , becauſe Teſus was borne init}, 
But now we are beating him downef. 
putting him in bads,covering his face n 
as though we were of purpoſe now te, 
bury him agayne with the Iewes. Thy, 
Lord be merciful to us:I need not inf, 
fiſt in theſe thinges , which are mor, 
then evident , whereof every one 
- ustalketh privily, albeit weſpeake noſ} 
much of them publikely. : 
Tanſwer to the ſecond queſtion,th 
J 


\ 


'Doc 
int 
ch th! 


And toteſtifie our entier , and ſincere 
oue, reverence, and dutifull obedicce 


Ic Ou him,we preach with Chriſt, Math: 


-atha 


uda,y Var ) that which & his,and unto God, thoſe 


may hinzs which are his.With Paul Rom:13. 
O Þ-Letevery ſoule be ſubject umto the higher 
> Lower , which is of God, and ordayned by 
"I im. With Peter I Pet:2: 17.Feare God, 
_ the King. We pray for him, that 
"OY sthronemay beeſtabliſhed with the 
cy Sunne., andthe Moone, 1n his owne 
ke nol Hon, and Royall ospring , till the 
Sonne of God fett downe his throne 

o.th inthe clgudes, to jucge rhe quicke, & 
-Ithe dead}, "And we will-gine to him 

D more 


22.21 :Giue unto Ceſar(our chriſtian Ce- 
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more honor ,-then Saule requyred ON! 
Samucl,whe he defired, that he would 
but honor him before his people.1.Sam.15] 
zo, Notonly wil we honor him beforg 
his people,but allo before the Lord1 
fhncerity. 

Well then, let us ſearch out this hury 
among our ſclues. The Lord bathap 
poynted us to be the lrehtes of the land 
holding out his light, before this dar 
kened generation : to be the cyes fot 
' the vod) of his Church, to guide her 
forward in the way of grace; but wq 
hane been, ina great meaſure, blinde 
and darknes our ſclues. The Lord ap 
poynted us, to be the watchmen , ſet on 
the walles of his Sion to ſee , foreſce , blowt 
the trumpet,and gine warning to his peo- 
ple, intimeof danger : but we haue 
been blynde, and haue not ſeene, anc 
as dombe doges who haue not barked. 
The Lord appoynrted us to be buil- 


ders of his houſe,(the ground,corner, 
and headſtone whereof is Jeſus Chriſt) 
but 


would that, which our worthy prediceflors, 
am.15Jand we our ſelues haue builded up be- 
beforg fore, and ſo have made our ſclues tranſ- 
.ord nf 2reſſors,ſaith the Apoſtle Pawl,Gal. 2.18 

The Lord-appoynted us to be the kee- 
1s hury pers,and dreſſers of his vineyard; but we, 
ath apJ by our {loath and filence, haue ſuffered 
e land] the hedges therof to be broke downe, 


1s darf and many wylde grapes to growe ther - 


yes forf in. The Lord appoynted us to be the 
de het ſheephards of his flocke , to feed them,8&: 
Dt wa lead them-out to the greene paſtures 
lindef of his word and Sacraments: but we, 
rd ap4 ina great mea(ure,haue been idle ſheep. 
, ſet on heards, feading onr ſelues, and forgetting 
, blow the flocke , which Chrift hath purchaſed 
S peo-f with his pretions bloud. Here is the cauſe 
 haug] of our wounded & hurtliberties. This 
and weconfeſle in theſight of God , and 
arked his Angels;for this we-.cry God mercy 
 buil-f for Chriſts ſake . O that ovr heads were 


Yner,fl full of water , and our eyes a fountayne of 


briſt)f teares , that we might weep day, and night. 
but D2 and 
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& bewayle this our miſery, never ceaſ 
{ing & keeping filence, ti! our God hauſc 
mercy upon us. 0 
Bur yet to {carch out more particu. 
larly rhe blame of our wounded liberſo 
ties. Albeit we be all inwrapped in thqc 
ouiltines thereof, yet ſome are deapeyt 
1n the guiltines, then others. Who are] 
theſe? Some of us not contented withſt 
our ſtanding in the Miniſtery, hauef: 
clombe up to: higher places both in|: 
Church and Common wealth, then}! 
God hath called us unto ; through co-| 
vetouſnes ſceking the profitts of this] 
preſcntand periſhing lite, througham 
bition affecting the preferments ther. 
of,and imparity in power, and autho- 
rity aboue their .,brethren ; who, to 
winne to them preferment, haue trou- 
bled the peace of Ternſalem,and hurt the 
liberties thereof. | 
Yt any will fay,it is parity (among 
Paſtors) in power and authority , that 
isthe mother of confuſion, & the brea 


ker 
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kerofvniry;(urcly this isan unjuſt f14- 
{der of parity.Fortirſt itis the ordinice 


of God, who i the author both of order, 


anapeace.i Corit4.33. There wasnone 


of the Apoltles in authority aboue an- 
other': noneof the Evangcliſts in au- 
thority-aboue another : none of the 


Paſtors in authority aboue another; 


none of the Elders in authority aboue 
another. For they who keepone racke 
arein cquall power. This practiſe hath 
the place of an ordinice. Yea examine 


-| thatplacewell, Math.20.25.26.27.and 


our of Chriſts ſpeach to his Diiciples, 
upon the occaſion of the fute of the 
ſonnes of Zebedews, by conſequent ye 
ſhall draw out an-ordinace. Secondly, 
if any ſuch thing fall out where parity 
is, the fault 1s not to be layd upon the 
parity of power, but upon the impari- 
ty of ſpirits, which cannor fatisfie the. 
{clues with the place, and power, that 
God hath give them.Thirdly.all theſe 


imputations, may be layd juſtly upon 
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1:nparity, which isthe mother of-pric 
tharnever can keep unity , and peace 
only through pryde doth a man make con 
zentzon,fayrh Salomon, Prov.13.16. / 
And it any will call to mynde th 
times paſſed , whe ever there hath/bet 
any trouble or ſtirre inour Church 
they ſhall inde, that theauthors , anc 
inſtrum#ts of1t were ever ſome, who 
through covetouſnes & ambition(the 
two banes of the church) haue ſough 
to themſeclues,a preheminence among 
their brethren, whoſe deedes and - 
zaphes may be a terror to thoſe, whe 
tread in-their footeſteppes . And tc 
ſtrengthen the truth of this , we will 
borrow help from the Evangeliſt /obn 
3.[oh.9.10. It appeares that there was 
agreat ſtirre in that Church,whereun 
to he writeth; but who was the canſe 
of it? One Drotrephes ſaith he. And 
wha: of him? Ze loved to haue the prehe- 
minence among them. And what did he! 
He pratied among them with malitious 
 worats 


_ 
r of pridordes.. T here is his {launder, What 
d peacghote 7 He recetved not the brethren , tut 
mak: confprbad them that would, and did thruſt 11 
3.16. þt of the Church . There is his injury. 
7nde thÞnd it may bealſo, he drew into the 
nath beſChurch, againſt order , ſuchas might 
Zhurchþe proppes to his pryde . Then if this 
Ys , andÞne Dietrephes had been removed out 
e, whoþt that Church, all thinges had paſſed 
10n(thqen peace,and quietnes therein. 

 ſough{ Now it we were charged upon life, 
amonoþÞnd death,and in conſciece before the 


nd E:JLord ( according tothe weakenes of 


> .- whapur wit) to giuea rule for the peace & 
And tofquietnes of our Church ;this it is:Ey- 
we wilther take away: Demas and Dzotrephes 
{t /7by from officeinthe Church: or take fr6 
re waskhem their evill humors of covetoul- 
ercunnes and ambition : or take away their 
 canſerſhonors, the objects of great benefices, 
. /Andfznd Biſhopprickes: and then it any be 
-prehe-ftound, who ſhall trouble their heads 
[1d heefto hatch out an argument for the de- 
zlitiowfenſe of ſo offenſiue a ſtate;and if then 


woraes Da. peace 
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peace ſhall not be within the walles of eral f 
falem , and proſperity within the palacel t 
thereof,we ſhall be content to bearethg { 
blame, and burden whartſocver . 
Agayne if any will ſay , that all thig j 
may be mended by this one meanezxtof 1 
( 


| make choyceof the moſt wiſe, grane 


godly, and zealous of the Miniſtery 
& promote the to thoſe places(which 
make greene,and unſetled witts quick 
ly forget themſclues)and foall things 
ſhall go well, and be well governed: 
Surely, we will not beſo uncharitable 
as to thinke, that ſuch men(albeitthey 
were lying at their feete) would ſtoop 
downe to take them up. , they being 
clogged with ſo many inconvenieces. 
Agayne , as Paul {aith; Rwill wordes cor- 
rupt 00d manners; fowe ſay, thatevill 
couries witl corrupt good m?n. For;as 
long as 2 Miniſter: keepeth: himiſelfe 
within the comple ofhis calling; in 
humility 2nd holinesſfervine the Lord 
Nis God,hehath the gratious, &fruit- 


full 


feral full -bleſfing of his God attending on 
him, and his labours. But, how ſoone 
{ ſoever he breakes the bounds thereof, 
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ſeaking the world,and the profits, and 


q preferments thereof, the truittull bleſ- 


{ing departeth, and the fearefull curſe 
comes in the placethereof ,toworke 
vpon him; andthen weſhall ſee, that, 
of all men of the carth;ſuch a Miniſter 
will become the moſt vayne,worldly, 
proud,and ambitious. And thus,of all 
this which hath been ſpoken, weſee, 
that there is no preſervatiue for us, but 
to ſid faſt in that liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us free , that we be not entane- 
led agayne with the yoke of bonaage. 

Now to conclude this exerciſe; ſee. 
ing weare mett here to doe the worke 
of the Lord, let us firſt remember,and 
conſider from whence we are fallen , from 
what degree of loue, and liberty, that 
we may repent and doe the firſt workes , and 
amend , leaſt the Lord our God come a- 
gainſt us ſhortly , and remone our Candle. 
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58 A godly and fruitful Sermon 
ſticke out of bis place. Agayne, If there be 
any conſolation in Chriſt if any comforte « . 
lowe, if any fellowſhip of ſpirit, if any com- $ 
paſsron,and mercy, let us be like minaed,h4- 
wing the ſame loue,beine of one accord,and 
of one iudement , that nothing be done 
through contention or vayneelory , but in 
meeknes of minde , every one ſeeking not 
that which i his owne,, bat that which bs 
Chriſts &c.Thirdly,let our heartes and 
eyes be ſett upon the recompence of the re- 
ward, that incorruptible crowne of glorie, 
which the chiefe ſheapheard eſws wh; bring 
with him in his hand, in his glorious ap- 
pearance to crowne them who ſhall per- 
ſevere , and be found faithful tothe end, 
and not upon the reward, that is in the 
hand of man, which is in it ſelfe cor- 
ruptible , and oftimes corruptes the 
mindes of men, and drawes them out 
of the right way. Laſtly,let us ſo ſpeak 
here, and ſo doe here, and ſo behaue 
our ſelues here,as 1f we were upon our 
laſt bed , making our laſt will, ready to 
g1ue 


ere be (Pl 
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by our redeemer Jeſus Chrift hath 
made us free; To whom;with the 
Father , and ſpirit of grace, be 
honor, prayſe,and glory for 
ever, andever. Amen. 
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ue account, not to man only, but to 


e Lord our God himſelfe, both of 
e employment of our life, and the 
ſing and keeping of this liberty,wher 
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"Eu, heu Domine Dews quia ipf {nnrighd 
ſecntione td primi, qui vidertus in Eccle 4 
na primatum diligere, gerere principatum, inf 
dire ſalutem; ft perſequt Saluatorem, Bernard, d. 

Alace,Alace 6 Lord God, for they are 
- =, ſcbeeſeſt inthy perſecution, who lovethe fill : 

- End chief placesand to bear1yle : to ſtay th 
;-4x courſe of ſalvation of the Savi- 
| DUT . Bernard, 


E bu et, virig, bont al 4, adeo irridentur, ut ere 
null qui irtiders peſſit, aj pareat.. Petrarch. . 
_ Simplicitie now.carieth the nameof mac 
<5, malice the name of wiſdome, and good. ff 
._ pen are ſo derided,that almoſt no man can. 
| < ſound to bederided. Pararth, 
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mplicitas avvealtts . ala tia fo mientie ome, 
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